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appeared as a forlorn and needy adventurer. Riche-
lieu wished to check the imperial power, but he
wished also to obtain what advantages he could for
those of his faith, and he asked Gustavus to agree
that the exercise of the Catholic religion should
again be allowed in places where it had been forbid-
den. But the Swedish King was unwilling to alien-
ate the Protestant princes whose aid he desired; he
promised that Catholics should not be disturbed in
the exercise of their faith where it was already
allowed, and with this Richelieu was forced to be
content.

For a while the fate of Gustavus's expedition
seemed doubtful. The imperial army captured the
great city of Magdeburg; it was laid waste until
hardly one stone remained upon another, and Tilly
boasted that such devastation had not been wit-
nessed since the destruction of Jerusalem. This
lamentable victory was to be his last. On Septem-
ber 17, 1631, the opposing armies met on the field
of Breitenfeld. Tilly suffered a crushing defeat,
the imperial army lost nineteen thousand men, and
Gustavus established his position as the greatest
captain in Europe.

Like Napoleon, he understood the art of utilising
victory; one battle made him the dictator of Ger-
many. He marched to the Rhine, and by the time
he reached it his army of twenty-four thousand
had grown to sixty thousand; all Protestant Ger-
many rallied to his cause, and the Catholic princes
made the best terms they could. He crossed the
river, but the success of Richelieu's ally exceeded fervent Protestant, and wase BUCCCIB of Ferdinand's policy wouldcity in his farewell counsel"TKeree, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
